To  -the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the' 

Urban  District  Council  of  Bude/Stratton. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances 

of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year  1951. 

The  health  of  the  people  in  the  district  as  far  as  can 

be  judged  by  vital  statistics  has  remained  satisfactory.  It  is 

important  that  too  much  weight  should  not  be  attached  to  small 

variations  in  these  rates  from  one  year  to  another,  particularly 

where  relatively  small  populations  are  involved  - attention  should 

rather  be  paid  to  the  trend  of  these  rates  over  a period  of  years. 

One  always  finds  some  difficulty  when  writing  these 

Annual  Reports  in  trying  to  project  oneself  into  the  past  while 

working  in  the  present,  and  planning  for  the  future.  As  I took  up 

my  appointment  in  April,  1952,  I find  these  mental  acrobatics 

particularly  confusing  on  the  present  occasion  and  this  1951  report 

must,  therefore,  of  necessity  be  mainly  statistical. 

I v^rish  to  thank  Mr.  Durston  for  the  assistance  he  has 

given  me  in  the  prep.B.rat ion  of  Sections  C,  D and  D of  this  report. 

L have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.H.P.MINTO* 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Area  Office, 

Castle  Green, 

Launceston . 

August,  1952. 
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SECTION  A 


Social  conditions  of  Area  and  Statistics 


Summary  of  Vital  Statistics 

1951 

1950 

Area  in  Acres 

4,294 

4,294 

Population 

5,254 

5,286 

No.  of  separ£|.te  dwellings  occupied  in  1951 

1,410 

1,400 

Rateable  value  in  1951 

£50,087 

£50,133 

Product  of  Id  rate 

£ 

199.1.11. 

£200 

Live  Births' 

Males 

Female  s 

Total 

Legit imate 

3t)  (51) 

53  (21) 

69  (52) 

I lie git imate 

1 (2) 

3 (2) 

4 (4) 

Birth  rate  per  1000  of 

population 

13.89 

(10.59) 

Birth  rate  for  England  & -Vales 

15.50 

(15.80) 

St illb irths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

TTT) 

1 (2) 

Illegitimate 

- (-) 

1 (-) 

1 (-) 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 (2) 

1 (-) 

3 (2) 

Illegitimate 

“ (1) 

- (-) 

- (1) 

Infant  mortality  rate 

Infant  mortality  rate  for 

41.09 

(53.57) 

England  and  Wales 

29.60 

(29.80) 

Deaths  of  all  Causes 

Male 

Female 

Total 

3VT3'9) 

57  (48) 

96  (87 

Death  rate  per  1000  population 

18.27 

(16.45) 

Death  rate  for  England  & Wales 

12.50 

(11.60) 

(figures  in  br.icke'ts  are  for  the  year  1950). 
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mortality  TaBIS 


Classified  in  accordance  with  36  headings  ^ased  on  the 
Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Statistical  Glassifications 
of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death,  1948. 

Causes  of  death  Male  Female  Total 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratorjr 

- (*•) 

1 

— 

(-) 

- 

■ 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

— 

— 

(1) 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

- 

1 

— 

(-) 

- 

(1) 

4-  Diphtheria 

) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(') 

5.  Whooping  Gough 

- 

1 

- 

(-) 

- 

(-) 

6.  Menigococal  infections 

- (»; 

1 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- (-) 

1 

- 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

8.  Measles 

- 

1 

- 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasite  disease 

- 

1 

- 

- 

(-) 

10.  M?.lignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

- (1) 

1 

(-) 

1 

(1) 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

1 (-) 

1 

(-) 

2 

(~) 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 1-) 

2 

(2) 

2 

2) 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- (-) 

1 

(-) 

1 

1-) 

14-  Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

3 (4) 

4 

(2) 

7 

(6) 

15-  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

“ (-) 

- 

(1) 

- 

(1) 

16.  Diabetes 

- U) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

4 (4) 

9 

(15) 

13  ( 

19) 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

7 (4) 

3 

(2) 

10( 

19-  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 U) 

- 

(~) 

1 

2 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

5 6) 

12 

(6) 

17(12) 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

1 h) 

4 

(4) 

5 

(5) 

22 . Influenza 

1 (- 

) 

4 

5 

(') 

23 . Pneumonia 

2 (- 

) 

1 

h) 

3 

(2 

24.  Bronchitis 

1 (3 

) 

— 

(2) 

1 

(5) 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

- (- 

) 

2 

2 

(1) 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

- (- 

) 

- 

1-) 

- 

(-) 

27.  Gastritis  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- (1) 

— 

(-) 

- 

(1) 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 (2) 

— 

2) 

1 

(4) 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

- (2 

) 

- 

(-) 

- 

(2) 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- (- 

) 

- 

(-) 

- 

(-) 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

- (- 

) 

1 

(-) 

1 

(*-) 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

10  (6 

) 

10 

(9) 

20 

(15) 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 N: 

) 

- 

1-) 

1 

(-) 

34.  All  other  accidents 

1 (- 

) 

2 

(-) 

3 

(-) 

35-  Suicide 

- (1 

) 

- 

(-) 

— 

(1) 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war. 

- (- 

}_ 

- 

_Lil_ 

— 

39  (39) 

57 

(48) 

96 

(87) 

(Figures  in  brackets  are  for  1950). 
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SECTION  B 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

As  -outlined  in  previous  repoi'ts,  the  free  use  of  the  Public 
Health  Laboratories  are  always  available  either  at  Exeter  or  Truro, 

In  the  main,  most  of  the  speciments  from  this  district  are  dealt 
with  at  Exeter,  and  I should  like  to  take  the  opportunity  here  of 
thanking  Dr,  B. Moore,  who  is  in  charge  of  this  laboratory,  for  the 
excellence  of  his  work  and  the  ready  help  he  always  gives. 

CLINIC  FACILITIES. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic 

A fortnightly  Infant  7/elfare  Clinic  is  held  at  The  Castle,  Bude , 
and  continues  to  provide  a much  valued  service.  Number  of  attendances 
during  the  year  1951  was  645  compared  with  560  in  1950. 

It  is  mainly  in  the  Preventive  aspect  of  medicine  that  we 
concentrate  on  here  at  the  Clinic.  This  involves  a good  deal  of 
personally  conducted  Health  Education  to  the  mother  on  how  to  handle 
and  bring  up  her  infant.  There  is  no  immediate  yard  stick  for 
measuring  the  value  of  this  work  or  its  results,  but  from  the 
regularity  of  attendance  of  the  mothers  with  their  babies,  it  is 
obvious  that  they  appreciate  an’  opportunity  to  discuss  the  particular 
and  general  aspect  of  good  health.  It  should  be  realised  that  when 
a mother  calls  in  a doctor  to  see  her  sick  child,  she  is  in  no 
condition  at  that  time  to  be  informed  on  how  the  trouble  could  have 
been  avoided.  The  work  at  the  Clinic  supplements  the  work  of  the 
District  Nurses  which  is  the  main  stay  of  this  scheme  for  Preventive 
Medicine.  In  their  daily  work  they  visit  all  homos  where  there  are 
babies  and  young  children  and  their  timely  advice  and  help  does  much 
to  prevent  serious  illness  developing. 
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Eye  Clinic 


An  Bye  Specialist  from  Plymouth,  holds  an  sye  Clinic  for 
school  children  and  children  under  school  age  at  The  Castle,  Eude, 

This  Clinic  is  arranged  as  and  when  a suitable  number  of  children 
becomes  aTailable  and  the  fact  that  this  Clinic  is  held  regularly 
is  a considerable  sawing  in  time  and  empense,  otherwise  these 
children  would  have  to  bo 'transported  to  Plymouth. 

Dental  Clinic 

During  the  year  there  w'as  no  full-time  School  Dentist  in  the 
area  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  'this  difficulty  in  obtaining 
the  services  of  a full-time  school  dentist  is  due  to  the  ineci_uality  of 
remuneration  between  general  dental  practice  and  the  Local  Authority 
service.  The  full  results  of  such  a lack  cannot  he  assessed  for 
a number  of  years  and  undoubtedly  it  Y/ill  be  again  some  years  before 
a cure  can  be  affected  even  if  the  services  of  a dentist  arc  to  be 
obtained  in  the  near  future. 

Ambulance  Service 

The  Ambulance  Service  was  heavily  engaged  during  the  year. 

The  main  Hospital  centres  are  situated  up  to  4o/50  miles  from  the 
Urban  District  which  necessitates  a lc\rge  amount  of  travelling. 

To  give  the  Council  some  indication  of  the  work  and  mileage 
involved,  the  Budo  Ambulance  during  1951  conveyed  358  patients  a 
distance  of  17,37S  miles.  It  should  bo  realised  that  not  all  th.e 
patients  in  our  Area  are  convoyed  by  Bude  /mbulance,  as  often  this 
may  be  out  when  another  case  is  to  be  handled.  Por  this  purpose  an 
Ambulance/ 
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AEnbulancG  from  HolsY^ortliy  or  Launceston  may  "be  called  upon  to  do 
the  journey. 

It  is  not  possiLle  to  separate  out  precisely  the  individual 
journeys  to  hospital  from  the  District,  hut  over  the  whole  Area, 
which  includes  Eude,  Stratton,  Launceston  and  Camclford,  the  number 
of  patients  conveyed  during  the  year  was  1491,  a distance  of 
65, 3S1  miles,  or  an  average  of  43|-  miles  per  patient.  From  these 
figures  the  Council  will  realise  the  great  disadvantage  yfg  experience 
owing  to  our  remoteness  from  hospital  and  treatment  centres,  and  ¥?hy 
it  is  recommended  that  the  local  hospital  should  be  developed  as  much 
as  possible  to  give  the  public  more  facilities, 

HOSPITAL.  GAR  SER¥IGB.  Much  of  Y/hat  has  been  said  about  the 
Ambulance  Service  applies  to  the  Hospital  Car  Service.  The 
Iltilecon  Ambulance  which  is  situated  in  Poundstoch  for  conveying 
the  sitting  type  of  case  has  been  a most  valuable  asset  in  the 
district,  in  addition  to  the  use  of  this  vehicle,  yjq  also  use 
private  cars  to  convey  cases  to  hospital  Y/here  this  is  appropriate. 

The  Poundstock  Utilccon  Ajiibulance  during  the  year  1951 
conveyed  1161  patients  a distance  of  31,946  miles,  to  hospital, 

E.ere  again  private  cars  and  Utile  cons  have  to  be  brought  in  from 
other  stations  to  cope  with  the  v/orh  of  the  YYhole  district. 

In  order  that  the  Council  nay  have  some  idea  of  the  Trork 
done  for  the  sitting  type  of  case,  the  number  of  patients  conveyed  to 
hospital  for  the  whole  area  Y?as  5002.,  a distance  of  150,419  miles, 
or  an  average  of  30  miles  per  patient.  Here  again,  if  more  local 
facilities  were  provided,  a great  saving  in  transport  could  be 
effected. 
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BEGlOmu  HOSPITAIj  boaed. 

A Maternity  Home  is  to  He  proYicled  for  tiie  use  of 
patients  in  this  area  at  Old  Tree  Heuse,  Trehursey,  near 
Launceston,  it  seems  likely  that  this  Home  ¥fill  he  ready 
for  use  early  in.  195E. 
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SECTION  G 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Stratton,  Once  again  it  is  necessary  to  report  that  the  Stratton" 
Sewerage  Scheme  has  made  no  progress.  The  modified  scheme  for  the 
improvement  of  Stratton  Sewage  ‘Works,  which  is  undoubtedly  very 
necessary  to  secure  a satisfactory  effluent  from  the  Y/orks,  has  had 
to  he  postponed  due  to  pressure  of  other  commitments, 

Poughill.  The  modified  scheme  of  sewerage  for  the  Poughill 
Di's't'r 'i ct'  has  been  started,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  under  review 
has  reached  an  advanced  sto<ge^  connections  to  house  drainage  systems 
will  begin  at  an  early  date.  The  completion  of  this  scheme  v^ill 
achieve  the  abolition  of  many  cess  pits  and  pail  closets,  and 
nuisances  Yi’hich  arise  periodically  therefrom.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  a great  improvement  will  be  effected  in  the  sanitary 
circumstances  of  this  district  as  a result  of  the  scheme* 

Water  Supply,  The  Council >^3  v/ater  undertaking,  vdiich  supplies  most  of 
the  IJr’bah  District  and  parts  of  the  adjoining  Rural  District,  is 
controlled  by  the  Council’s  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer,  It  is 
no  reflection  on  this  Officer  or  his  staff  that  the  problem  of 
suppljmn  g adeq^uate  Y/a^ter  to,  the  district  in  the  peak  summer  months 
becomes  annually  more  acute.  The  average  daily  consumption  in  these 
peak  periods  shows  aprogressive  increase  from  year  to  year,  and  it 
is  fair  to  assume  that  this  increase  will  continue.  ‘Whilst  there 
is  little  q.uestion  but  that  there  is  an  adequate  buUc  of  v/ater  at' 
the  source  of  supply,  viz.  the  impounding  reservoir  at  Tamar  Dalie, 
the  existing  facilities  for  filtration,  storage  and  distribution 
are  inadequate  to  maintain  a constant  pressure  Oind  supply  at  the 
consumer  end  when  the  demand  is  at  its  peak. 

It  cannot  be  stressed  too  strongly  that  there  is  an  urgent 
need  for  serio.us  consideration  of  this  vital  problem.  Preparation 
of  a scheme  emd  other  preliminaries  preclude  an  early  stoi't  on"the 
practical  v/ork,  and  should  the  position  continue  to  deteriorate 
as  it  has  done  in  recent  years,  one  can  visualise  a very  serious 
situation  arising  in  the  forseeable  future. 

In  the  main,  the  purity  of  the  water  during  the  year  under 
reviev/  has  been  quite  satisfactory.  Routine  bacteriological  samples 
are  taken  monthly  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the  results  passed 
to  the  Water  Engineer  for  information.  'Wiore  results  have  not  been 
satisfactory  attention  has  been  given  to  treatment,  either  by 
adjustment  at  the  filter  beds,  or  by  increasing  the  rate  of 
chlorination.  Results  of  routine  samples  taken  during  1951  are 
appended  below.  Samples  taken  at  Yealand  are  filtered  but  otherwise 
untreated  v/ateri  all  other  samples  are  filtered  and  chlorinated 
water. 

Date  of 

Sample  Ifhere  taken  I ath ologi st  ^ s Rep ort 

Rev/  Filters,  Yealand,  Large  no.  of  coli.  Pollution  not  gross 

hut  sufficient  to  render  v/ater 
unsafe  for  drinking, 
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Date  of 


saiapfe 

WDere  taloen 

BatHologist * s report 

8,1.51. 

Old  Filters,  Vealand. 

Heavily  contaminated  and  not  fit  for 

drinking. 

Tie  Castle,  Bude, 

Satisfactory.  (Here  filters  reed, treat- 

ment ) 

5,2.51. 

Dev/  filters,  Yo^and. 

II 

n 

Old  filters,  Yealand. 

Improvement,  but  still  not  satisfactory. 

It 

Hillbead  Estate. 

Satisfactory, 

27.2.51. 

Dev/  filters,  Ye  aland. 

Findings  suggest  filtration  reasonably 
efficient,  but  original  v/ater  heavily 
contaminated. 

n 

Old  filters,  Yealand. 

Fairly  large  nos,  of  coli.  Dot  safe  for 
drinking  in  present  state. 

n 

The  Castle,  Bu.de, 

Findings  not  altogether  satisfactory 
(Rate  of  clibrination  increased) 

11,4. 51. 

Dew  f i 3. t ers , Y ealand . 

Satisfactory. 

u 

Old  filters,  Yealand. 

II 

8.5. 51. 

Dev/  filters,  Y ealand , 

II 

n 

Old  filters,  Yealand. 

Bxicessive  B.coli,  - uot  safe  for 
drinlcing.  (Filters  adjusted) 

TI 

The  Castle,  Eude. 

Satisfactory. 

28.5.51. 

Dew  filters,  Yealand, 

ir 

IT 

Old  filters,  Yealand, 

II 

II 

Hi  llh.  e ad  Es  t ai  e , ' 

II 

9. 7.51. 

Dew  filters,  Yealand. 

ti  “ 

II 

Old  filters,  Yealand. 

Dot  altogether  satisfactory.  Few 
faecal  coli.  present. 

u 

Ilillhead  Estate, 

Satisfactory. 

23.7.51. 

Dev/  filters,  Yealand. 

ir 

II 

Old  filters,  Yealand. 

ti 

ti 

The  Castle,  Bude, 

II 

13.8,51, 

Dew  filters,  Vealand, 

II 

II 

Old  filters,  Yealand, 

u 

II 

House, Fore  St.,  Stratton.  « 

25, 9.51, 

Dev/  filter's,  Yealand. 

ti 

II 

Old  filters,  Ya'afland, 

II 

II 

The  Castle,  Bude. 

ir 

‘31.10.51 

.Dev/  filters,  YeaJ^and. 

B.  coli.  present,  (Filter  adjusted) , 

ir 

Old  filters,  Yealand. 

Sa.tisfacto>ry, 

■ n 

Hillhead  Estate. 

II 

26.11.51 

.Dew  filters,  Yealand, 

II 

II 

Old  filters,  Yealand. 

II 

n 

The  Castle,  Bude. 

II 

Routine  Inspeeti ons . 

Sanitary  Inspection  Do. in 
of  the  District.  District 

^FeEmTses  5 


Do. of  visit) 
1951. 


Do, of  defects  Do. of  defects 
f ound  r em  edi e d . 


7 


11 

16 


iiries 

3od  preparing  places, 
lich  are  subject 
D inspection 
actories 


43 

41 


SO 

39 


237 

158 


5 

7 


11 

16 
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Nuisances  and  defects  remedied  during  the  year. 


Overcrowding 

10 

Keeping  of  animals 

8 

Sanitary  accominoclation 

(a)  Insufficient 

-* 

{h)  Defective 

14 

Drainage 

(a)  reconstructed 

— 

(h)  repaired 

12 

(c)  cleansed 

25 

Cesspools 

(a)  abolished 

1 

(b ) repaired 

3 

Refuse  receptacles 
Comping  sites 
Tor  cl  poving 
Dampness 

Roofs  & rainvmter 

pipes 

Floors 

ITolls  cc  ceilings 
'Tinlov/s  & vent ilot ion 
T7oter  supplies 


Totol  visits  of  all  kinds  by  the 
Inspector  during  the  year  - 1808. 


262 

6 

11 

17 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING 

The  progress  in  the  erection  a£  new  houses  in  the  District 
Has  suffered  a setback:  during  the  year: 

Nev/  houses  completed  in  1950  23 

Nev/  houses  completed  in  1951  10 

The  end  of  1951  saw  the  completion  of  the  development  at  the 
Hillhead  Estate,  as  far  as  was  planned  in  the  present  prograimne.  With 
the  building  of  the  last  four  houses  on  this  Estate  the  programme  was 
held  up  for  some  elq nth s,  due  to  difficulties  over  the  negotiations 
for  sites,  and  reluctance  of  builders  to  tender  for  new  contracts. 

Work  was  commenced  on  the  Berries  Avenue  Estate  and  before  the  end  of 
the  year  three  blocks  of  houses  in  pairs  v/ere  erected.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  programme  for  this  estate  will  continue  to  progress  smoothly. 

The  list  of  applicants  fo.r  housing  accommodation  remains 
formidable  in  length,  fresh  applications  being  received  at  a po.ee 
considerably  in  excess  of  the  rate  of  erection  of  new  houses. 

This  is  a serious  situation,  and  it  is  to<  be  hoped  that  wOiys  and  , 
means  will  be  found  to  improve  matters  in  1952. 
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SEGTIOII  B 


CTSPECTIQIT  OF  FOOD, 

Milk:  Supplies  and  Co-ntrol 

There  are  new  only  two  dairies  in  the  District  which  come 
directly  under  the  control  o^  the  Itocal  Authority,  The  standards 
of  cleanliness  and  efficiency  at  both  are  uniformly  high. 

Samples  of  milk  axe  taken  by  the  Dairies  Staff  of  the  Cornwall 
County  Council,  and  copies  of  the  results  forv/oxded  to  this 
office.  With  Tery  fev/  exceptions  these  hawe  been  satisfactory. 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947. 

Of  the  25  dealers  in  ice-cream  in  the  district,  23  noY7  serve 
only  ice-cream  which  has  been  subjected  to  heat  treatment  in 
accordance  with  the  Regulations  in  factories  outside  the  District, 
Of  the  remaining  three,  tvjo  produce  a hot  mix,  and  one  uses  a 
complete  cold  mix. 

During  the  season  fortnightly  samples  of  ice-cream  have  been 
taken  for  submission  to  the  provisional  Methylene  Blue  test,  and 
in  the  main  the  results  have  been  satisfactory.  The  test,  Y/hilst 
being  only  a provisional  one,  is  useful  in  securing  improvement 
where  this  is  found  necessary,  in  one  instance  a manufacturer 
had  been  using  congested  and  structurally  uxsatisfactory  premises 
for  the  purpose  of  his  trade.  A series  of  results,  the  majority 
of  which  were  in  the  provisional  Grades  111  and  IV  provided  added 
freight  to  the  Inspector's  contentions,  and  plans  have  been 
submitted  for  the  erection  of  new  manufacturing  premises.  It  is 
hoped  that  these  plans  v/ill  be  put  into  effect  in  good  time  for 
the  n ext  season. 

Samples  under  the  Pood  Standards  (Ice-Cream)  Order,  1951 
are  being  taken  by  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department  of  the 
CornY/all  County  Council.  This  Order  is  a useful  vehicle  for 
ensuring  that  the  standard  of  the  product  is  retained  at  a 
reasonable  level. 

Unsound  Pood. 

The  bulk  of'  the  food  found  unfit  fox  human  cons'umption 
during  the  year,  as  in  1950,  was  almost  exclusively  of  the  tinned 
variety.  The  amount  for  the  year  Y/as  somewhat  above  the  average, 
this  increase  being  due  mainly  to  the  amount  of  tinned  hams  of 
continental  origin  which  it  was  found  necessary  to  condemn. 

The  amount  of  food  condemned  as  unfit  v/as  10  cwt. 
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Meat  Inspect ion 


The  slaughter  of  animals  for  food  remains  centralised,  and 
there  are  no  slaughter-houses  in  operation  in  the  District, 

There  is,  however, • a Meat  Depot  for  the  distribution  of  meat  to 
the  local  butchers,  and  this  depot  is  inspe;Cted  regularly,  in 
addition  to  the  butchers^'  shops.  It  will  be  appreciated  that  as 
detailed  inspection  is  carried  out  at  the  central  abattoir,  it 
is  seldom  necessary  to  condemn  fresh  meat  in  the  District. 

Thirty  one  pounds  of  meat  were  condemned  during  the  year. 

Food  Hygiene 

The  cleanliness  and  hygiene  of  hotel  and  cafe  kitchens  in 
the  District  continues  to  be  maintained  at  a high  standard,  with 
very  few  exceptions.  One  feels  that  in- a District  subject  to 
seasonal  fluctuations  of  the  population,  where  the  small' type 
of  cafe  in  particular  is  closed  during  the  winter  months,  the 
catering  trade  is  presented  vmth  special  difficulties.  Temporary 
staffs,  which  seldom  remain  the  same  from  season  to  season,  are 
for  obvious  reasons  more  difficult  to  train  and  maintain,  at 
the  required  standard.  It  is  also  not  an  easy  matter  in  many 
instances  to  find  persons  of  the  right  type  for  food  handling  ~ 
and  preparation  d,uring  a period  of  peak  emplyment.  However,  the 
trade  has  become  fully  conversant  with  the  byelaws  concerning 
Food  Handling  which  v/ere  adopted  by  the  Council  in  May,  1950, 
and  it  is  found  that  these  form  a useful  basis  for  securing  the 
required  standards. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1958. 

The  Council  is  net  a Pood  and  Drugs  Authority  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Act,  wiiich  is  administered  by  the  Cornv/all  County 
Council,  The  figures  relating  to  samples  taken  under  the  Act  in 
1951  are  appended  below,  and  have  been  supplied  through  the 
co-operation  of  the  Divisional  Weights  and  Measures  Inspector, 

name  of  article.  Ho. of  samples  Ho. tested  on  Ho,  sent  to  analyst. 

taken, Gerber  (correct)  Genuine. Adulterated, 


Lard 

White  pe'pper 
Tomato  Juice 
Cherry  Jam 
Lemon  Cheese 
Whiskey  culinary 
flavouring 
Lactic  Cheese 
Curry  Powder 
Milk 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

18 


1 

1 

1 

17 


26 


25 


1 (a) 

1 


(a)  the  sample/ 
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(a)  the  sample  of  milh  shown  as  "Adulterated''  was  of  poor 
quality  hut  there  Y^as  no  evidence  of  it  being 
tampered  Y7ith,  Further  samples  sho.T/ed  the  supply 
to  have  improved  in  quality. 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 


Under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  private  and 
business  premises  have  been  treated,  in  addition  to  the  Council’s 
properties,  refuse  tips  and  sewage  Yforks,  The  sewerage  systems  have 
also  received  an  annual  test  baiting  and  the  degree  of  infestation 
was  found  to  be  so  smiCll  that  little  treatment  was  necessary,  A 
certain  amount  of  Y^ork  ims  been  carried  out  by  the  Council’ s Rodent 
Operator  in  the  adjoining  Rural  Area. 

The  Rodent  Operator  has  been  trained  in  - the  methods  recornmeniLed 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  and  recently  has  been, 
instructed  in  the  use  of  the  neu  anti-coagulant,  Warfarin, 

ho  legal  proceedings  have  been  necessary  under  the  Act,  due  to 
the  high  degree  of  co-operation  showm  by  oY/ners  and  occupiers  of 
properties,  and  it  has  been  noticeable  that  infestations  are  becoming 
much  less  frequent  and  heavy,  particularly  in  the  habitual  trouble 
spots,  as  in  the  older  parts  of  Stratton, 


Uumb  er 
Number 
Numb er 


of  Survey  visits  made  by  Rodent  Operator 
of  treritments 
of  revisits 


391 

513 

405 
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SEGTIOIf  P 


PreYalence  and  Qontro:!  of  JiLfectious 
and  other  Diseases* 


Kotifioation  of  the  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  v/as 
received  during  the  years  ^ 
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Bude-Stratton  Urban  District 

3 

123 

ITT 

O 

7 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

“ 

- — 

1 

137 

Stratton  Rural  District 

14 

68 

1 

11 

4 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- « 

- 

101 

Launceston  Borough 

17 

107 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

127 

Launceston  Rural  District 

15 

42 

3 

3 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 1 

- 

66 

Camelford  Rural  District 

2 

27 

6 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

11  - 

55 

51 

367 

13 

27 

6 

2 

2 

1 

4 

11  1 

1 

’ CD 

CO 
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POLIOMYPT.t tt Ho  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  notified  during  the  year. 
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DTPHnSIERIA  H/EMUI^SlTIOIjr  & VAGGINATIOF 


During  the  year  19,51  the  nujnher'of  Diphtheria  Iimmini  sat  ions 
and  Vaccinations  in  the  whole  area  were  “ 

Authority  Imniuni  sation  Boosters  Taccinations 


Bude-Stratton  Urban  District 

67 

149 

71  (28) 

Stratton  Rural  District 

75 

52 

47  (13) 

Launceston  Borough 

77 

59 

37  (IO7 

Launceston  Rural  District 

78 

113 

44  (5) 

Gomelford  Rural  District 

96 

198 

57  (9) 

(figures  in  brackets 

represent 

re-Vaccin 

ation) 

DIPHOIHEBIA 


Do  cases  were  notified  during  the  year, 

MEASLES 

1951  was  a measles  epidemic  year  in  the  Area  - 44  of  the  123 
notified  cases  in  this  district  occurring  in  Angust.  This  figure 
can  only  he  taken  as  an  index  of  the  total  number  of  cases  as  it 


would  only  shov?  those  cas 

es  Y/hich  Yiere  severe 

enough  to  require 

medical  attention. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

.... 

Males 

Pemales 

Pul. 

Non. pul. 

Pul. 

Non. Pul, 

Cases  on  Register  at 

31.12.50. 

13 

2 

11 

3 

Number  of  cases  notified 

during  the  year 

1 

- 

2 

No,  of  cases  restored 

during  the  year 

— 

— 

.1. 

Inward  trcmsfers 

1 

— 

— 

Gases  removed 

Cases  on  register  at 

1 

— 

— 

31.12,51. 

14 

2 

13 

3 

No  action  viras  foLmd 

to  be 

necessary  under 

' the 

Public  Health 

(prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Hegulations,  1925 j,  in  connection  vath 
persons  suffering  from,  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk 
trade/ 
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trade,  or  imder  Section  17S,  of  the  Puhlic  Health  Act,  1936,  v/hich 
deals  with  the  compulsory  remoYal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering 
f r om  tu D er culo  sis. 

The  preYentiwe  aspect  of  this  disease  is  now  being  seriously 
tackled.  All  contacts  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  tested  by  means 
of  special  skin  tests,  and  if  suitable,  \7ill  be  protected  against 
tuberculosis  by  the  use  of  E,  C,  G-. Vaccine,  This  Vaccine  is  a 
modified  form  of  the  tuberculosis  germ  which  is  harmless  in  itself, 
but  Y/hen  injected  is  capable  of  enabling  any  individual  to  resist 
the  disease. 
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